KIDZTOWN Puppet Fest 2009 

General Information 

Purpose

The purpose of Kidztown Puppet Fest is:

to provide a weekend for Kidztown team members to learn specifically about the ministry of puppetry, to network with other Kidztown team members, and to share their skills, thereby increasing everyone’s desire and motivation to excel.

Competitions

· Having competition divisions encourages team members to work hard at their puppetry skills, and be motivated to strive for excellence.

· Puppet Fest attendees can gain new ideas and spark creative flow from watching others perform.

· The competition categories help Kidztown teams to showcase material they’ve been working on, and assist leaders in encouraging teams to create new material.

Teams are reminded that, while competitions are motivating, the ultimate goal of the weekend is to improve our skills of carrying out the message of Jesus Christ to our communities.

Competition Categories

There will be seven categories for entry in Kidztown Puppet Fest 2009:

1. Solo Skit

· maximum of one puppeteer

· props may be used

2. Team Skit

· must have a minimum of two performers

· skit must have purpose or lesson that is brought out

· props, including special effects, may be used

3. Solo Song

· maximum of one puppeteer, including props

· props, including special effects, may be used

4. Team Song

· minimum of two puppeteers

· props, including special effects, may be used

5. Black Light Solo

· maximum of one puppeteer, black lights will be provided

· props, including special effects, may be used

6. Black Light Team

· minimum of two puppeteers

· props, including special effects, may be used

7. Duct Tape Puppet

· puppet must be made out of duct tape and cardboard.

· Accessories must also be made out of these two products.

· Puppet must be able to be used in a puppetry performance.
Competition Requirements

1. Each team member may enter a maximum of two entries (eg. solo song, black light team).

2. There is a maximum five minute time limit for each entry. Points will be deducted for entries that exceed this amount. Remember, a quality performance is better than a long performance.

3. Each performance is required to clean up, following their showcase (or when it is reasonable to do so). This would include confetti, food, silly string, etc.

4. Preference will be given to entries that are child oriented.

5. Entries for divisions must be received at Kidztown Head Office by Tuesday, April 14, 2009, prior to Kidztown Puppet Fest. Unfortunately, due to time constraints, late entries will not be allowed. The office can be contacted through email: rose@kidztown.net, or by leaving a message at 403-607-4721.

6. Cost for registration of Puppet Fest is $50. There is a $10 discount per registrant for Kidztown members.

Competition Awards

Each entry in all divisions will be individually marked, and will receive a bronze, silver, or gold designation, based on total marks. There may be awards given for honorable mentions, outstanding props, or originality.

*DON’T FORGET! Each Kidztown team will be given the chance to place one vote for a Peer’s Choice Award, given to an outstanding performance from any division.

Judging Evaluations

All judging scores will be based on the following:

1. Proper entrance and exit techniques that suit the character of the puppet

2. Correct height and positioning for puppets and props

3. Proper lip synchronization of puppets to suit material being presented

4. Eye contact of puppets with each other, leaders, and audience

5. Believable puppet movement, including choreography of songs

6. Correct use of rod arms or human arms

7. Appropriate costumes and grooming of puppets and props

8. Relevancy of entry to children’s ministry

9. Appeal to audience

10. Use of stage

Staging and Sound Requirements

1. Because of space limitations, all groups will be using the same stage and sound system. There will be two levels in the stage. Each team should plan to bring their own team risers. 

2. Each team should have their entry music ready on CD or memory stick. All music needs to be given to the sound technician upon registration on Friday evening, in order to be ready for performance.

3. Blacklights will be provided for the blacklight performances.

Overnight Accommodations

1. Edmonton First Church has graciously allowed us to sleep in their building. Girls will be in one section; boys in another.

2. We request that each team provide at least one female supervisor, and one male supervisor for their team.

3. Each team member needs to bring a sleeping bag, pillow, and overnight essentials for their stay. We ask that everyone, male and female, wear modest sleepwear that covers both upper bodies and legs. Flashlights are also a good idea. Because of the close quarters, please request that each team member have a full change of clothes for the next day, as well as hygiene supplies (eg. deodorant). This will enhance the weekend’s enjoyment for everyone.

4. Edmonton First Church has kindly offered to provide Fri. supper, Sat. breakfast, and Sat. lunch for the Puppet Fest. If there are food allergies or concerns, please contact Kidztown Head Office immediately.

5. While the Puppet Fest is an exciting time for everyone to re-connect and be together, it is important that we respect other’s personal property, personal space, personal needs, team equipment, and church property. If there is continual disrespect for the above, the offender may be asked to leave the Puppet Fest at his/her own expense.

Other

We always look forward to our special weekend together. Welcome to our new teams and members! If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rose Brower-Young, Kidztown’s Executive Director, at 403-607-4721, or by email at rose@kidztown.net.

